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EXPLORE THE PAST, PRESENT, 
AND FUTURE OF RAIL TRAVEL 
THROUGH 30 YEARS OF ONE 

ARTIST’S WORK.

Collecting more than thirty years of 
paintings and renderings, Railroads, 
Art, and American Life tells the story 

of rail transportation in America 
through the life and works of artist J. 
Craig Thorpe. His artwork depicts not 
only the golden age of train travel but 

considers the present and looks forward 
to a potential future. 

Featuring more than 130 color 
illustrations and combining history, 

biography, ethics, and humor, Thorpe’s 
personal story joins with his paintings 
to invite the reader to relive the heyday 
of American rail and better understand 

the role of railroads in our society today.

March 2023, 9780253065360, $40.00



“Few industries have contributed to 
the development of the United States 

as the railroads have. Behind the 
muscle and reach of these networks, 

the locomotives, the engineering feats 
is a human story. J. Craig Thorpe is 
one of the great artists we have who 

has captured the awe of this industry, 
its people and the land it serves.”

—Joe McHugh,  
Amtrak Executive, 1994–2020

 
“I invite everyone to join Craig 
through this book as he shares 

highlights of his vision and passion for 
railroads through his experience  

and artwork.”
—Michael D. Brandt,  

former Sr. Vice President,  
White Pass & Yukon Route
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