Aurora Energy Services LLC

Seward Coal Terminal

P.O. Box 1789

903 Port Avenue

Seward. AK 99664

Telephone: (907) 224‑3120

Facsimile: (907) 224‑393l

1. Terminal – 

Construction began in 1982 and the first ship loading of coal at the Seward Coal Terminal took place during December of 1984 Aurora Energy Services, LLC operates the facility for the owner, the Alaska Railroad Corporation. The operation includes approximately 11 full time employees (an office manager, 6 operators, 4 laborers).

The designer was Sumsung Heavy Industries Co.. Ltd & Peratrovich, Nottingham & Drage, Inc. while the manufacturer was Samsung Heavy Industries Co. Ltd. The general contractor during construction was Veco, Inc.

2. Specifications-

a. Area: 3391

b. Stockpile capacity: 120,000 metric tons

c. Annual throughput capacity: 1.5 million metric tons

d. Unit train unloading: 2,500 metric tons per hour

e. Rail mounted stacker/reclaimer:

Stacking capacity: 2,500-3,000 metric tons per hour

Reclaiming capacity: 700 – 1,000 metric tons per hour

f. Fixed position luffing & stewing type ship loader 

Slewing radius: 47 meters (stewing pivot to center of chute)



Maximum reach: 29 meters



Minimum reach: 12 meters (fender face)



Storage factor: 43 CF/LT

g. Operating hours: 24 hours per day

h. Loading rates: 12,000 to 15,000 metric tons per day (SHINC) season/ship type dependent.

i. Conveyor length: 6,590 feet

3. Ship docking facilities‑

a. Berth type: Dolphin

b. Length: 900 feet (berth face), 1,3160 feet (dolphin to dolphin)

c. Maximum beam: 140 feet

d. Maximum draft: 48 feet (53 feet MLLW. 2008 survey)

e. Maximum air draft: 90 feet

f. Water density: summer 1,015 ‑ winter 1,023

4. Additional Information‑

a. Pilot service: 

Vessels inbound to the Port of Seward meet the pilot boat approximately 1 mile southeast of Caines Head Light (59°59” N, 149°23” W).

b. Dock is designed for Cape size vessels. Maximum loading capacity is approximately 92,000 metric tons (based on sailing draft).

c. Panamax size is optimum (approximately 70,000 to 80,000 metric tons).

· Tug boat: 1,200 HP in Seward. 3000 HP class tug needed for tie‑up, standby, cast-off, often needing to he mobilized from another Alaska port. No 3000 HP tug stationed in Seward

d. Average loading time: 5-6 days to load 70,000 metric tons

e. Special considerations‑

f. Notice of readiness condition (NOR) may be tendered by the vessel's agent upon arrival at the loading port any time of day or night (including weekends and holidays) whether in berth or not, provided the vessel is in free pratique/customs clearance and in all respects ready to load or discharge cargo. Time lost for completion of pratique/customs clearance after berthing, shall not count as lay time.

g. Laytime shall commence after loading begins regardless of NOR tender time. Laytime will be continuous (including weekdays, weekends, and holidays).

h. Depending upon the season the terminal can load cargo at the average of 12,000-15,000 metric tons per day (weekends and holidays included) but excluding specifically designated super holidays

· Memorial Day (last Monday in May)

· Independence Day (July 4)

· Thanksgiving Day (last Thursday in November) and the day after

· Christmas Day and the day before

· New Years Day

unless used (if used actual time to count).

